Good and Innovative practices in promoting access to and adoption of technological innovations
Technologies are essential for sustaining and boosting agricultural productivity. For this to happen access and uptake by both men and women, as well as their influence in the development and adoption of technologies is crucial. Yet, women tend to be left out of such processes and often do not reap the full benefits from technological innovations.   
Women farmers play an important role in agriculture and food security. They are often responsible for household food security, are largely involved in small-scale farming, and are part of a complex livelihood system involving both on-farm and off-farm activities. Yet male-dominated agricultural tasks and planning processes have meant that innovation agendas tend to follow a production orientation and the development and promotion of technologies tends to be geared towards men farmers. Women face a variety of constraints in accessing and adopting technologies that could increase agricultural productivity and support their livelihoods. Such constraints may include: cost; poor access to extension services; limited access to complementary assets such as land, credit, education and labor; risk aversion to new technologies; among others. Moreover, their specific needs and priorities are often not considered in research agendas and technology development. 
Women farmers are more likely to benefit from technological innovations if their needs and priorities are taken into account in the development, adaption and promotion of technologies, and if they are empowered to fully participate in these processes. Findings from the State of Food and Agriculture (FAO, 2011) indicate that improving women’s access to and adoption of a wide range of technologies could help improve efficiency, thus giving women more time for productive activities. This would lead to enhanced agricultural productivity, an increase in market returns and would empower women to make decisions for themselves and their families.
In this context, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR), in collaboration with the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), are collecting innovative and promising approaches that:
(a) promote access to and uptake of technologies by both women and men small-scale farmers in developing countries (with a particular focus on women);
(b) recognize/promote the critical role of farmers, both women and men, as key innovators in  shaping/influencing research agendas to ensure that technologies are developed to respond to their needs (with a particular focus on women); and/or  
(c) promote/facilitate the link between (a) and (b).
It is our aim to document strategies and approaches that work and do not work in order to share good practices to guide policy and programme development. We would be grateful if you could share interventions, experiences and approaches that target small-scale farmers (in particular women farmers) and illustrate (a), (b) or (c), regardless of scale. Please provide your input by answering the following questions. If you have more than one experience to share, kindly use a separated form for each. Please do not hesitate to provide any additional information, such as relevant reports, evaluations and other documents. Kindly send your input by April 20, 2011 to: Kirsten Mathieson (kirsten.mathieson@fao.org) and Catherine Ragasa (C.Ragasa@cgiar.org). 
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SECTION 1: DESCRIPTION
1. Briefly detail the context in which the intervention/experience took place.
a. Location (country, region, province, district, village).
b. Please list the different activities carried out by women and men (including productive – agriculture, post-harvesting, marketing, etc; reproductive; household) 
c. Describe the main factors that constrain women’s access to and adoption of technologies in this locality.
2. Please give a brief overview of the intervention/experience and what it tried to achieve. In addition, please answer the following questions: 
a. More specifically, does the intervention target and/or ensure the participation rural women and how? Briefly describe the target population.  
b. What stakeholders are involved (e.g. producer organizations, women’s groups, formal and informal institutional arrangements, research institutes, other civil society, private sector, government, etc.) and what is their role? Please give some brief information on each stakeholder.

c. Type of technology involved and why this type of technology was selected for the initiative. Explain if/how the technological innovation is relevant for women.
d. Did rural women participate in the research and development of the innovations? If so, describe their involvement.
e. How does the intervention/experience/approach respond to the differentiated needs, preferences and priorities of poor rural women and men and to gender-related constraints? 
f. What specific measures or activities were taken to promote women’s uptake of the innovation?
SECTION 2: OUTCOMES & IMPACTS
3. How are impacts assessed? Was a baseline conducted before introducing the technology? What indicators were used? 
4. Describe the main outcomes and impacts from influencing the development of the technology or from introducing it (e.g. increased productivity, poverty reduction, increased food security, access to markets, etc.). Address impacts at different levels: individual (in particular rural women), household, and community. 
SECTION 3: CHALLENGES
5. Describe the challenges that the intervention faced in promoting the technology or in influencing the research and development of the innovation. What specific actions were taken to address these challenges? 
6. Specify the different challenges faced by rural women and men in:
a. Accessing/adopting the technology. What specific actions were taken to address these challenges?
b. Influencing the development of the technology. What specific actions were taken to address these challenges?
SECTION 4: LESSONS LEARNED & SCALING UP
7. Describe what worked and what did not work in promoting/introducing the technology or in ensuring that it met the needs of women. 
8. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the approach that was used?
9. What factors enabled successful results (e.g. role of rural institutions, favourable policy environment, etc.)? 
10. What is the potential for the intervention/experience/approach to be diffused/up-scaled and how? 
11. In your opinion, what can/should be changed or enhanced to improve results? 
12. What enabling factors are necessary for sustainability and successful diffusion/up-scaling (e.g. funding, capacity, favourable policies environment, etc.)?
